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nd when Sol did veach its f J3ut the king did ignove hev vighteous pleas and proclaimed: So
apex, all the chief priests and sayeth the people. _[et the disciples of the false mother die
the people came to a ridge with the vixen so ~Vallia may prosper long after
ahove the city of Vallia that == J am dead and buried.
is called Costa Deus to et us gilﬁ[ them in her ill gotten guins so they may
make false claims against shine as brightly as hex god when they meet him in death.
“he &Nother, that they might Zhen the soldiers of the king, seizing the mother of Sol, placed
put her to death. a great ivon collav about her neck and
s s about the necks of hev disciples who spoke on her behalf.
And they bound chains to the collars,

and h ed kes into the eavth.

And after they bound the chains to the stakes

and pulled them taught.

nd they led hev rope as one
her_unto the feet of (Jmperator Lrebus of Yallin, who presided

as vuler and judge.
Ard The ¥Nother stood before the great palapquin of the
tgvant king, and the king asked hev, saying: ~Avt thou the mother

of God? And they brought forth a bubbling crucible
azl_mi “he &YHother saith to him: As thou art king. which they carvied between them, and placed it before her.
And when she was d by the p and the clerice® Then, stripping the bandages from her blind eyes, they exposed

her face to the people and applied hyssop oil to it
ond spat upon it

And as they poured the molten alms upon her sevene
countenance, she and her companions made no sound

she answered nothing.
And when she was beaten by the soldievs of the king befove
the people for her silence she answeved nothing still.

Then the king saith to hev: Sast thou lost thy ears with thy
vision? Sow doth thou plead against the great testimonies nov any complaint.

alleged ngainst thee? And after they had poured the barbavous castings, the soldiers
nd she said to him: ouah my sight is qone, the light o counted the vemaining tithes, placed bets, and mocked how her

»Sol shines through the shadows of deception and illuminates 'ﬁs‘igws Eﬂ‘iSh?d—
to me the truth. And they sat and watched hev.

“heir words belong not to them. ./ shall lend my ears and \_For she hath not fallen with her disciples.
Soiiaio auly WAt i parel whe Bash atareel. 7he blessed mother vemained koelt with gilt visage and clasped
'Again the soldiers of the king went to lay lashes upon The hands turned westward toward the loving light of her divine
¥Nother for her shavp tongque, but the king vaised his hand as child.
her words did cause him wondev. Cov g — {é}

And Lrebus turned to the people and saith to them: YNay any v e

who hath quarvel with the false mother speak now and veceive 1 od when the casting had cuved

and was cold, The Aoly

veward, and may any who side with her step forward and give

testimony. ¥Nother placed her hand
Vo sooner hath the king said this that /iesl and Convad upon it and removed it from
stepped forth from the cvowd 1o defend the mother of Sol as if her unblemished countenance.
she had birthed them. And the people cried: oA mivacle hath been bestowed,
JBut so too did Grimoald, who revealeth his true face and spoke hatlowed be 77he Nother by the vays of Sol.
to the king befove (Jiesl ov Convad.

4 And the bars of ihp} gilded cage which imprisoned the
And he said: The false mother hath taken tithes from the people heart of Grimoald began to bend, for he knew what he
(fot hex benefit.

witnessed.
Zhey give her what few talents they have for a salvation that Vet he stood firm in his false convictions, as one does

will never visit them, and depvive thou of thyn vightful taxation. who hath charted his course wrongly, but has a{rendy
“hen rose a great tumult from the people, and the king vaised up waversed a great distance from which there is no return.
his hand to silence them and saith: [/t is as thou sayest. JZut as JRut the king wished for the death of the mother of Sol
+/ am a fair judge, let us hear from the companions of this above all else.
woman. For he who doth dedicate himself fully to wovrship at the
And then  fiiesl, who was always calm amidst even the strongest altar of wealth covets it above all.
storm spoke, and she said: [/ know not the veason fov this betragal, Love nor faith, nor threat of deamnation shall sway he who
for 7he dNother herself welcomed this man called Grimoald into _bows to gold.
our congregation and hath loved him as a son for many a season “he king vaised his hand to vender the s mute, and said:
and caused him nie vexation. /Yo mivacle hath been bestowed heve today. and hallowed be
Any alms veceived by 77he YHother were given freely by those she not. SArt my subjects so feehle in mind as to believe such

that loved her as a sign of gratitude. a display holy? YHurmurs and confusion avose amongst the
And then Convad, who was fiery in his passions said: J om of NV allians.
the same mind as fiesl. [/ know not the veason, but J do know “he voyal heathen did continue, saging: 7his woman aims to
this:  /jisten not to that poison lipped Grimoald, for a hound that spread her affliction to ge, blinding all who art fool gh to
doth bite the hand of his master knows not his place and is a listen with the light of her false god.
danger to all avound him. Y4/ hat ye have witnessed today is no mivacle, but an act of
JBut the wovrds of the companions fell upon ears stuffed with wax witchery. 7his creature in the guise of woman must be burnt.

and gold talents, for the king heavd only that which did benefit him.
_E_Eebus turned to the people once again, asking: Jf a farmer finds
foxes amongst his hens, doth he allow the beasts to roam free?
7hey answer all: Nay.

“The Ling saith: (N'ay indeed, the farmer set his hounds upon them
and allows none to live.

Ta/hat shall be done then with this woman that is called the YHother
of Sol and her companions? They say all: /et them be put to death.
And YHother protested, saying: YNy disciples hath done no ill.
Y1/hy should they meet death for speaking truth?

Then Adelheid and [otta did steide nobly from amongst the
Yallians to defend 7he (Y other, but the people cried out the
__move, saying: , /et them be burned.

And the soldievs of the king did survound and capture them.
“hen a pyve was built and the two pani weve bound to
her, one to her vight hand and one to her left.

And as before, the king and his cabinet of fools sought to
burn She who is hallowed by Sol, who itself had begun to
wane, yet staged and watched awhile longer to ensuve the
safety of its mother.




“hen voaving pyre hath finally become embev, night reigned and

“The (YNother was get untouched.

The king of Vallia was envaged for he had been made a fool befove

his queen and people, and he dvew his blade and approacheth 7he

ONother.

She that had bivthed Gol did raise a venerable hand and sageth:

o/f thou intend to take my life, do so with honov in the light of

doy.

Thou thinketh the davk conceals tvuth from . Sol. but the ancestors

stand vigil, and thine cowardice and treachery is illuminated to o
thousand pinprick eyes.

The king of “Yallin, consumed though he was with anger,
undevstood the wisdom of her words and heavd the murmurings of
Yallia avound him and he saith: £scort this woman to a cell,
Come break of day on the morvow, she shall die here by my hand.

And the soldiers of the king guided hev to a cell within the walls

of “Vallia, and with veverence left her to her pragers.

J3ut not long after did the queen of Y allia enter that place seeking

an audience with Zhe YNother.

“he queen sayeth: (Y ¥Nother, hallowed be thy name, [/ come to

gou in earnest. Lov the soul of my hushand is covvupt and N

domn his name. (7 wish to never speak it nor be called by it for as
long as J live. J do not wish to see ye pevish come morning. but

" know not what to do.

The YNother sayeth: Zhis meeting was fovetold to me by Sol.

Aeed my words: J will die when my child waxes come movn, for

as long as .7 live thine hushand shall oppress my people.

This saddened the queen deeply. but she knew the mother spoke
teuth.

The Nother continued, saying: J will die, but J shall not end.
Lor a worthy successor shaves the dark with me, and hev line

shall be equally worthy of that same honor. Their veign shall

ensuve that “Vallin stands eternal.

7he queen, overcome with confusion did ask: Sow shall ./

continue thine legacy? (¥¥y blood may be rogal, but it is not

divine.

Zhe YNother sayeth: 7hose who rule under his teachings ave

the closest to Sol. Z7hey art his divine vegents.,

/ stand before you, proof that thou need not be bovn divine to

create ov become it. J was but the daughter of a merchant till

Sol did conceive itself within my womb.

Voble daughter, heed my request: procuve my golden visage from

;h—etunsury of Lrebus.

Y1/ben he hath taketh my life, don that visage and lay a kiss upon
the mold of my lips. Zhis shall bind thine visage to mine, and Sol

shall deem you worthy to stand in my stead and speak on its behalf

as J hath done. ‘

She knew that 7he &Hother spoke with teuth and wisdom, yet

still the queen sayeth: Suvely there must be another way. Suvely

you may yet live. Zheve ave those amongst the soldiers of my

husband who ave logal to me, and by my command they may free

ge and allow thou to flee with thine followers.

The mother said: (/ hath fulfilled my purpose child. 7he followers

of Sol grow in number by the day and . am fit to lead a congregation,

‘not a kingdom. Y} ou have little time, leave now with my blessing for

thou art worthy.

The queen left with shatteved heavt, but grim determination and a
faint vay of hope in her bosom. for a new path had appeared before

hev.
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AAs Sol did vise, so too did The YNother toward the peak of
Costa Deus.

“he king stood at the apex of that accursed place with wicked
blade dvawn, for he had lost his pntlente fov ceremony.

7he soldiers did guide hev to him and with cave, helped her bend
the knee. She did bless them for their courtesy while the king
_cursed them for it.

Ae vested the cruel edge of his blade against her middle and asked:
Anave thou any last words?

7 wo move followers attempted to protest and approach, but The
YNother sensed this and vaised her hand to avvest theiv progress.
“he ¥Nother answeved: 7 hath nothing to say to the likes of ge.
ov it would bring me nov my people ang fortune. Do what ye will
> and be done with it.

“he king did laugh, for he found hev defiance amusing and admivable.

Vet still he did heft his blade and cleaved the womb of Z7he ¥Nother

asunder.
Zhe blessed mavtyr did gasp softly but made ng_ggqmi beside as she

_fell to her knees.
And the tyvant did scoff and said: Jt is as J thought. J4/itchcraft
did keep this strange woman alive. She did vex me so. but she is no
divine cveatuve, see how her blood floweth crimson as does our own.

And the whole people answering. said: Sev blood be upon us and
upon our_children.

And no sooner had these words been spoken that a brilliant light of

golden hue did exit from the wound which Lrebus had inflicted.
“hat divine light vose with grace to the heavens wheve Sol burned
alabaster with vage.

Lor she died holy and was, fov hev pious mevir, cavvied to the stavs.

“he people did wail and rage against their king and he that had
killed the mother of God dropped his sword in awe and fear as the
Y allians sur ded him and his soldievs.

“he queen of “Vallia leapt forwavrd then and seized the fallen blade
which had stolen the life of her mother.

7 hen, she placed hev lips softly and with veverence upon those of the

visage befove placing it over her own.

“hat lady did stand befove the covpse of The ¥Hother and in a voice
that was similar to, but was not hex own did sageth: 7hou hath
committed an act so terrible. meve words cannot well enough describe
it.

+ shalltake my leave of ye, for [/ am destined to a new :ulh::r;

J3ut heed my words godslayer: one day / shall return for thine life
and all that thou dost hold deav.

So the blessed lady slipped out amidst the chaos and climbed down
the hillvop taking with her the two vemaining companions who weve
among the closest friends to her mother: Jnge and YNanfred were
their names.

And close bebind followed those soldiers of the king who liked his
wife better, and they fovded the Amnis /acrimulae befove the king
_could reach it.

ing went in puvsuit of the lady, but Sol, who takes cave of its

own in any pevil, caused the viver that had once cavved “Yallia to boil

and swell up and prevent his crossing.

Sol caused the viver to leave its normal course—nml_ g_uch_ A rescue
was a mivacle. _Ying Lrebus waited theve for a [ong' time but he
could do nothing. Se did not dave enter the water for it was too
wide and deep and would scald him. Z7hus the vegent of Sol escaped

the power and brutality of the king.




Aushed wovds did spread across the continent
from city to village and lip to env.
7hey whisper of a legion that grows to the east
where peasants and holy peoples mavch together,
pitchforks and staves side by side.
“hey whisper of the mivacles they perform:
of movtal wounds cuved, of plag banished,
of dead men who live yet again.
They speak of the gilded women leading it all.
ey say flames dance in her wake,
that her haiv and clothes art woven from sollight.
“hey say her shining countenance belongs to 7he ¥Nother.
“hey say that she is veturning home.

They ¢ hee in .V_"._._.,-._.s__.-

(nd what they said was teue,

for when a year hath passed since
e demise of our holy mother,

a cvowd did gather at the base of

Costa ,Z)egsﬂ;ml the shining
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And all the followers of Sol did as The ¥atri commanded,

I YNarri did stand atop that precipice.

atri surveyed her people and sayeth: Gather, all ye
misquided of “Vallia, all ye secret followers of Sol.
“here is no need to disquise thyselves any longer, for our day

hath avvived.

AHeve, on this forsaken precipice, as Sol awakens from its
slumber beneath the earth, we gather to rveclaim what rightfully
belongs to us.

Lntombed in fine cloth and the fruits of thy labov, thine
murderous vuler slumbers.

Ae is no hushand of mine, nor even man at all.

Thou art governed by a beast, one to be hunted as he did our
maligned vixen.

Vo longer am J mere wife of the godslager, nor will my
childven be descendents of that cursed line.

«/ speak on behalf of our martyred and maligned ¥YFother,
who hath offered me and all that doth succeed me that honor.
«/ hath donned her golden visage as proof of this and so J
may embody hev fully.

JYo longer shall my line be individuals, but aspects of the

holiest life which hath ever lived.

Y4/7e shall be aspects of she who hath created the creator.

/e shall be mothers of all.

Go now to the muvdever of thine mother.

Qoﬁput an end to his vule, for he hn}_l:_committed a sin greater
than any committed and which shall be committed.

et not the light of Sol wane upon thine righteous anger, for

its flames ave not solely for the warmth of thine spirit.

“hey too are the flames of pnssion and fuvy, which lap at the

heels of the heathen. the hevetic and the apostate with equal fervor.

for her words weve divine and righteous.
“hey spread through the city stveets toward the palace of
Lrebus, which was illuminated brightly by the vays of Gol
atop the ~Agger Palatinus as if it were a sigoal five.
And as the living flood washed through the city, many more
spilled from homes and seeped into the “Yallian vanks.
And any who opposed them weve dispelled as a torch doth
davkness.
Ard as Sol did crest on the horizon, it did so measuredly so
as to keep the advancing “Yallians hidden within the shadow
cast by the high walls of the city.
For those that serve Sol shall benefit both from the light it
o creates and the shadow it casts.
For all it has and shall touch belong vightly to the chosen

people.

And as the chosen peoples charged the agger, the v ining
soldiers of the king fled ov were trampled underfoot.

AAnd as the gate to his palace was vent from its hinges and
vengeance-blind "} allians pouved through it, that king did
stand alone and defenseless in bed clothes made by those
which hath survounded him.

And the skalk did part and from it the first YHatri emerged
brandishing that blade Lrebus had used to cruelly vip light
from Z7he ¥Hother just one year ago.

She said not a word nov heeded his empty pleas, and gutted
Lrebus wheve he stood, as he did her mother.

=roy echoed as The YNatri tionis ded hev
throne, and =Y allia did prosper henceforth.

s

osost weve the peoples of “Vallia
under the vale of Ling Lrebus

until they were found and led to salvation
_by 7he d¥Natri and her regents.

A kingdom cannot prosper when the ruler

alloweth the subjects to vule and speak for them.

A voice should be one, not many.

A mind should be unified, not fractured.

She who bivthed . Sol did appoint a linenge to act in her stead,

did permit a line of bodies worthy of donning hev visage.
Wt is the divine duty of the people to ohey those who art
blessed by the blessed.

YNay ang who disparage hev unending eminence or sew doubt

~Set_thine soul alight and fear not, for thou art witnessed by the

blazing ivis of the tvue vuler of these lands and all that doth stretch

beyond.

ear not, for this head, like God, is judge and witness to thine

imminent victory.
Go forth ye noble, ye chosen of Sol.
Go forth and deliver divine justice.

never feel the warmth of Sol's grace and be
d d to unending

“Theve they shall ble and writhe in davkoess,
blind, as they lived, to
the glovy of Sol.
There they shall scramble over the writing bodies
of all who wronged it and its emissaries.
Theve they shall shamble up ins of heathen flesh
and claw at its divie vags with frozen hands,
but never again shall they feel love nov warmth from them.
Such is the fate of the faithless and the nonbeliever,
may unending davk envelop them all.

YNay the light of Sol forever shine

7 on _the YHatribus and the FIeoples of “Yallia.



